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Who is Sam Wyche?

Being harred from a press

conference isp't my idea of a -

“thrill. It was embarrassing, in-
convenient and unfair,

Worst of all, Sam Wyche's
quotes which I used in my Indl-
ana University-Northwestern
garne story were taken from a
tape recorder. Sure, I could
press the pause and rewind but-
tons whenever I wanted, but I
felt like I missed something —
like coach Sam Wyohe,

Did he hang his head in de-
feat? Did he sneer with bitter-
ness? Wasg he about to cry? Did
he fidget?

And being an IU grad, I was
curjous to see what Wyche
Iookad like in person.

But I still don't know. You
see, I was sitting on a stool in
the hallway.

I was told Coach Wyche has a
policy that females aren’t al-
lowed in the locker room until
the players are presentzble.
Fair enough. I'm not too anx-
lous to enter a locker room of
downeast football players who
are getting dressed,

What I don’t think is fair is
carrying on a press conference
for some and not others, And
what's worse, sometimes it's a
good &0-mippte wait before
every player s presentable.

I had a deadline just like ev-
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eryone else, and my edttors ex-
pect me Lo write a responsible,
objective story just like other
reporters’ do.

This is the third season 1
have covered I games, and
the first time this problem has
arisen, Lasgt year, the interview
with the coach was conducted
in a separate room, although
the sportswriters did bave to
pass through the locker reom to
get there.

The last two years, I had got-
ten in by promising the door
guard I would look at the floor,
They offered me a tawel o put
over my head just in case I
couldn’t resist a peek, meaning
they really didn't approve, but
no one had told them to keep
me outside,

Once inslde, Coach Lee Corso
would insure that players were
brought to me to be inter-
viewed, Thus, I dida’t have to

battle the dilemma of sitting
alone and waiting for the right
time to leave or milling arcund
the locker room and trying to
conduct an interview.

Things changed this year.
The post-game interviews are
condueied on the other side of
Memorial Stadium, and whoev-
er organized the new setup for-
got about the handful of female
sportswriters who cover col-
lege football.

The experience didn't leave
me completely disillusioned. ]
wasn't treated as if I were
some gawker trying to wheedle
my way into the old locker
room.

IU sports information direc-
tor Kit Klingelhoffer apolo-
gized and said, “Something will
be done”His agsistant John
Johnson was helpful, and saved
my story by providing me with
a tape of Wyche's comments.
Other sportswriters offered me
their notes, or were willing to
tell me what Wyche said.

I'm not trying to break down
barriers to locker rooms. I just
wish there were post-game in-
terview rooms, apart from the
locker rooms — like Purdue
has. This gives everyone an
e:;ual shot at writing a good
BLOTY.

Begides, this 1983, not 1973.

Kokomo Tribune, Kokomo, Indiana, US
September 25, 1983, Page 31

https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-sep-25-1983-3762308/

NEWSPAPERARCHIVE



https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-sep-25-1983-3762308/
https://newspaperarchive.com

